CHIEF OF DETECTIVES 


NOTICE 

8.4 


October 16, 2012 


TO: 


All Commanding Officers 


FROM: 


Chief of Detectives 


SUBJECT: 


CELLULAR TELEPHONE TRACKING REQUESTS 


The law regarding the use of cellular and GPS tracking is evolving. Protocols governing 
cellphone tracking requests are necessary to ensure Department personnel are abiding by the 
most current case law. 

This Notice pertains only to requests for the tracking of cellular telephones for investigative or 
public safety purposes by use of court orders or under exigent circumstances. The following 
Notice does not affect the procedure for requesting “historical cellular telephone data” through 
the use of a search warrant. 

All Department personnel are directed to adhere to the following process/procedure when 
initiating a request to cellular providers (i.e., Verizon, Sprint, AT&T, etc.) for cellular telephone 
tracking pursuant to a court order or under exigent circumstances. 

All requests for cellular tracking, made concurrent with an investigation (whether by use of a 
court order or under an exigent circumstances process), shall be directed through RACR. 
Department personnel shall not contact phone companies directly to initiate cellular 
telephone tracking. Major Crimes Division will determine the appropriate entity to handle. 

Exception: Los Angeles Police Department investigators who are credentialed and 
working in a federal task force may continue to follow their existing protocols for phone 
tracking, monitoring, and obtaining phone records. 

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Lieutenant David Dolan, 
Officer-in-Charge, Surveillance Support Section, Technical Support Unit, Major Crimes 
Division, at (213) 486-7220. 
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